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A Houseboater's Priiner 
By Al Holecek 
Cruising the river, spending lazy days at beaches and 
watching the moonlight on 
the water at night is as good as it 
gets. I would recommend boating 
to everyone, from families with 
young children to retired couples. 
And houseboating is a great form of 
good time. You'll have a better time 
if you' re well prepared. Be sure 
your radio works and know how to 
use it. Get river charts and read 
them. Wing dams and stump fields 
are marked on the charts. A wing 
dam is a submerged pile of rocks to 
deflect currents. Hitting one can 
A houseboat plus a river plus summer days equals a great time. 
boating. 
If you' re renting or just starting 
with your own houseboat, you 
have a lot of adventures ahead. 
Don't forget that camera or video 
recorder. 
The point of boating is to have a 
sink a boat. Don't drive over wing 
dams unless you're sure it is safe. 
Stay out of the stump fields. Don't 
run your fuel tanks too low, be-
cause the next fuel stop may be out 
of gas. 
The most challenging houseboat-
(Houseboating continues on page 2) 
The Joy of 
Boating 
Excerpts from Wind in the Willows by 
Kenneth Grahame 
The Rat said nothing, but stooped and unfastened a 
rope and hauled on it; then 
lightly stepped into a little boat 
which the Mole had not observed. 
It was painted blue outside and 
· white within, and was just the size 
for the two animals; and the Mole's 
whole heart went out to it at once, 
even though he did not fully 
understand its uses. 
The Rat sculled smartly across 
and made fast. Then he held up his 
forepaw as the Mole stepped gin-
gerly down. "Lean on that!" he 
said. "Now then, step lively!" and 
the Mole to his surprise and rap-
ture found himself actually seated 
in the stern of a real boat. 
"This has been a wonderful 
(Joy of Boating continues on page 3) 
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(Houseboating continued from page 1) 
ing skill is docking. Practice dock-
ing enough to become comfortable. 
Learn to have patience while dock-
ing. Remember that each docking 
may be different. Wind and current 
play a huge role. If you can ap-
proach against the wind and/ or 
current, you will generally have 
more control over your boat. A flag 
on the bow is a great way to read 
the wind. Never shut off your en-
gine until your boat is secured. 
Allowing enough time is critical 
to boating safety and enjoyment, 
because you avoid becoming 
rushed. Travelling will always take 
more time than you think it will. 
Fog can put you behind schedule, 
but it's best to stay put and enjoy a 
book or television when it gets fog-
gy. 
For safety, I always estimate that 
getting through a lock will take two 
hours. Get Locks and the River, pub-
lished by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers, and study the procedures 
and safety tips. Discuss locking 
with your crew and assign each 
person a responsibility. In the lock, 
hang onto the lines the lock work-
ers toss down to you, but never tie 
them to anything. 
When approaching a beach, run 
very slowly because some beaches 
are protected by a sandbar. If you 
do hit a sandbar, it will be easier to 
free the boat if you were going 
slowly. Once on the beach you'll 
have to set anchors or tie up. Make 
sure the anchors are secure. I like to 
tie to trees, if possible, especially if 
windy conditions are forecast. 
If you decide to anchor, pick a 
spot that will be safe from barges 
and boat traffic. Use two anchors. 
Don't forget to put the anchor light 
on overnight. Never anchor in the 
Main Channel. 
Close the cabin windows while 
fueling. Always run the blower be-
fore starting the engines. If your en-
gines or fuel tank are below decks, 
don't ignore gas fumes in the cabin. 
Give plenty of berth to large boat 
wakes. Take them head on or at an 
angle, but never from the side, un-
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less you like a cluttered cabin. 
I'd be remiss if I didn't mention 
the biggest cause of boating acci-
dents. Wait to break out the liquor 
until after you're secured. Then stay 
overnight. 
The Coast Guard and most de-
partments of natural resources pub-
lish books and pamphlets on boat-
ing laws, rules and safety. Read 
them and keep them on board. 
The river holds many treats for 
boaters. Enjoy them safely. 
Al Holecek and his wife Doris have been 
boating on the Mississippi for more than 20 
years. Their favorite stretch is between lock 
and dams 11 and 12. 
Rules for 
Safe Houseboating 
1. Discuss locking and docking 
plans with your crew. This can 
avoid strange looks when action is 
called for. It also prevents a lot of 
screaming. 
2. Always revere the wind, es-
pecially near docks. The wind can 
act as a harbor pilot and take 
command of a houseboat at any 
time. 
3. Fill the tanks that should be 
full and empty the tanks that 
should be-empty. Be sure your ra-
dio works and your trash can is 
empty. 
4. Use two anchors if you plan 
to sleep while anchored. You'll 
have a better chance of waking up 
in the same spot. 
5. Always use river charts 
when exploring. Beware of wing 
dams and stump fields. 
6. Watch your wake, and be 
considerate of others. 
7. Never run fast at night. 
8. Be very careful when enter-
ing a strange marina with no 
channel markers. Follow the other 
boats or radio for advice. 
9. Never leave the dock with-
out the Little Tow Watchers Guide. 
10. Don't be in a hurry. Re-
member, getting there is more 
than half the fun. ~ 
Big River 
Renting a Houseboat 
If you don't own a houseboat, 
you can enjoy cruising along the 
river this summer in a rental. 
Most offer a three-day week-
end, a four-day midweek, or a 
full week rental package, with 
off-season discounts: 
Great River Houseboats rent 
three styles of houseboats that 
sleep from two to 10 people. 
Weekends: $480 to $1,075. 
Midweek: $655 to $1,075. 
Full week: $1,000 to $1,590. 
(1009 East Main St., Wabasha, 
MN 55981, (651)-565-3376) 
Northport Marine rents house-
boats that sleep either eight or 12 
people. 
Eight-person: $700 weekends 
or midweek; $1,000 full week. 
Twelve-person: $1,200 week-
ends or midweek; $1,800 week. 
(125 Beach Harbor Rd., Alma, 
WI 54610, (608) 685-3333) 
S & S Houseboats Rentals, 
Inc. have weekend and mid-week 
rentals from $716 to $1,700. 
Full week, $956 to $2,495. 
(990 South Front St., Lansing, 
IA52151, 1-800-728-0131) 
Huck's Houseboat Vacations 
rent three sizes of boats that sleep 
10 people, two per room: 
Three-day weekend: $1,695 to 
$1,895; 
Four-day midweek: $1,795 to 
$1,995; 
Full week: $3365 to $3,765. 
(PO Box 73, Neosho, WI 53059, 
1-800-359-3035) 
Fun'N The Sun Houseboat Va-
cations have three seasonal rate 
structures for boats that sleep 
four to 12. They depart from 
Trempealeau, Wis. 
(1384 Terry Dr., St. Charles, 
MN 55972, 1-888-343-5670) = 
Check the Big River web site 
for links: www.big-river.com . 
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(Joy of Boating continued from page 1) 
day!" said he, as the Rat shoved off 
and took to the sculls again. "Do 
you know, I've never been in a boat 
before in all my life." 
"What?" cried the Rat, open-
mouthed: "Never been in a -you 
never -well, I- what have you 
been doing, then?" 
"Is it so nice as all that?" asked 
the Mole shyly, though he was 
quite prepared to believe it as he 
leaned back in his seat and sur-
veyed the cushions, the oars, the 
rowlocks, and all the fascinating 
fittings, and felt the boat sway 
lightly under him. 
"Nice? It's the only thing," 
said the Water Rat solemnly, as 
he leaned forward for his stroke. 
"Believe me, my young friend, 
there is nothing - absolutely 
nothing - half so much worth 
doing as simply messing about 
in boats. Simply messing," he 
went on dreamily: "messing-
about - in - boats; messing -" 
"Look ahead, Rat!" cried the 
mole suddenly. 
It was too late. The boat struck 
the bank full tilt. The dreamer, the 
joyous oarsman, lay on his back at 
the bottom of the boat, his heels in 
the air. 
" - about in boats - or with 
boats," the Rat went on composed-
ly, picking himself up with a pleas-
ant laugh. "In or out of 'em, it does-
n't matter. Nothing seems really to 
matter, that's the charm of it. 
Whether you get away, or whether 
you don't; whether you arrive at 
your destination or whether you 
reach somewhere else, or whether 
you never get anywhere at all, 
you're always busy, and you never 
do anything in particular; and 
when you've done it there's always 
something else to do, and you can 
do it if you like, but you'd much 
better not. Look here! If you've real-
ly nothing else on hand this morn-
ing, supposing we drop down the 
river together, and have a long day 
of it?" 
The Mole waggled his toes from 
sheer happiness, spread his chest 
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with a sigh of full contentment, and 
leaned back blissfully into the soft 
cushions. "What a day I'm having!" 
he said. "Let us start at once!" 
II I beg your pardon," said the 
Mole, pulling himself 
together with an effort. "You must 
think me very rude; but all this is so 
new to me. So - this - is - a -
River!" 
"The River," corrected the Rat. 
"And you really live by the riv-
er? What a jolly life!" 
"By it and with it and on it and 
"Believe me, my young 
friend, there is nothing -
absolutely nothing - half 
so much worth doing as 
simply messing about in 
boats. Simply messing, " 
he went on dreamily: 
"messing - about - in 
- boats; messing - " 
in it," said the Rat. "It's brother and 
sister to me, and aunts, and compa-
ny, and food and drink, and (natu-
rally) washing. It's my world, and I 
don't want any other. What it hasn't 
got is not worth having, and what it 
doesn't know is not worth know-
ing. Lord! The times we've had to-
gether! Whether in winter or sum-
mer, spring or autumn, it's always 
got its fun and its excitements. 
When the floods are on in February, 
and my cellars and basement are 
brimming with drink that's no good 
to me, and the brown water runs by 
my best bedroom window; or again 
when it all drops away and shows 
patches of mud that smell like plum 
cake, and the rushes and weed clog 
the channels, and I can potter about 
dry-shod over most of the bed of it 
and find fresh food to eat, and 
things careless people have 
dropped out of boats!" 
Big River 
"But isn't it a bit dull at times?" 
the Mole ventured to ask. "Just you 
and the river, and on one else to 
pass a word with?" 
"No one else to - well, I musn't 
be hard on you," said the Rat with 
forbearance. "You're new to it, and 
of course you don't know. The bank 
is so crowded nowadays that many 
people are moving away altogether. 
0 no, it isn't what it used to be, at 
all. Otters, kingfishers, dabchicks, 
moorhens, all of them about all day 
long and always wanting you to do 
something - as if a fellow had no 
business of his own to attend to! Leaving the main stream, they now passed into what seemed 
at first sight like a little land-
locked lake. Green turf sloped 
down to either edge, brown snaky 
tree roots gleamed below the sur-
face of the quiet water, while ahead 
of them the silvery shoulder and 
foamy tumble of a weir, arm-in-arm 
with a restless dripping mill wheel, 
that held up in its turn a grey-
gabled mill house, filled the air 
with soothing murmur of sound, 
dull and smothery, yet with little 
clear voices speaking up cheerfully 
out of it at intervals. It was so beau-
tiful that the Mole could only hold 
up both forepaws and gasp, "O my! 
Omy!Omy!" 
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St. Cloud,• 
Festivals on the River 
Spring and Sum.m.er 2000 
Spass Tag Festival, 
4 
June 12-17; 




Stone Arch Festival of the Arts, • St. Anthony Park Arts Festival, June 3; Wisconsin June 17-18; South St. Paul Kaposia Days, June 22-25 
Tourism Info 1-800-372-2737 Aquatennial, July 14-23 Taste of Minnesota, June 30 July 4 
Minnesota R. • Prescott, Prescott Daze, Sept. 8-10 
Hastings, Rivertown Days, July 14-16 • Bay City, Bay City Fest, June 3 
• • Maiden Rock, Summerfest, June 17 
Red Wing, River City Days, Aug. 4-6 • • Stockholm, Art Fair, July 15 
k C . W Sk. D • Pepin, Laura Ingalls Wilder Festival, Sept. 16-17 La e 1ty ater 1 ays, June 23-25• • 
' R" b D • Nelson, Good Old Nelson Days, August 12-13 
Minnesota 
Wabasha, 1ver oat ays, July 28-29 • 
Kellogg, Watermelon Fest, Sept. 9-10 • Alma, Mark Twain Days, Sept.2-3 
• Cochrane-Buffalo City 
• Fountain City 
Winona, Art & River Festival, June 10-11; • .Trem ealeau, Catfish Days July 7-9 
Steamboat Days, June 29-July 4 Black R. 
Tourism Info 1-800-657-3700 Dakota • • Onalaska, Sunfish Days, May 25-28 La Crescent, Apple Festival, Sept. 16-19 • • La Crosse, Riverfest, June 30-July 4; 
Great River Jazz Fest, Aug. 10-13 
Brownsville • • Stoddard, 
----------------------------------1•Genoa, 
Lansing, Fish Days, Aug. 11_13 • •De Soto, Fly Fish Days, Aug. 18-20 
Harpers Ferry, Harpers Ferry Days, July 1-4 • Wisconsin R. 
Effigy Mounds National Monument, Indian Heritage Festival, June 11-13 • / 
Marquette, Jesse James Wild West Days, June 9-11; • / _ 
Riverfront Summer Blast, Aug 11-13 • • Prairie du Chien, Rendezvous, June 15-18; 
McGregor, Arts & Crafts Festival, May 27-29; Prairie Dog Blues Festival, 
Lumbe.rjack Festival, Sept. 2-3 July 29-30 
Iowa 
Tourism Info 1-800-345-4692 
•Bagley, Open House Day, June 4 
Guttenberg, Stars & Stripes River Day, July 2 • 
Bellevue, Heritage Days, July 6-8; • 
John Henry Weber Buckskinners Rendezvous, July 22-25 
Sabula • Savanna 
•Thomson 
Riverboat Days, Julyl-4 • •Fulton, Dutch Days. May 5-6 , 
Le Claire, Tug Fest, Aug. 11-12 • •Port Byron, Tug Fest, Aug 11-12 
Bettendorf, Old Fashioned Fourth, July 4 • M r R fi t J 23 24 
Davenport, Mississippi Valley Blues Fest, July 1-2; •• • 0 ine, iver es ' une - ; 
Bix Beiderbecke Jazz Fest, July 20-23; Rock Island, Summeriest, July 6-8 
River Rockin Ribfest 2000, Aug. 25-27 
Illinois 
Tourism Info 1-800-226-6632 
For more information about events along the Upper Mississippi, check the links on the 
Big River Home Page - www.big-river.com. 




By Trudy Balcom 
Impaired Bodies 
Minnesota - Several southeastern 
Minnesota rivers popular for trout 
fishing and other recreation are on 
the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency's (MPCA) roster of Im-
paired Water Bodies. Mississippi 
River basin tributaries displayed a 
number of problems, most com-
monly fecal coliform bacteria conta-
mination and turbidity. Both of 
these problems, plus excess nutri-
ents in water, are commonly caused 
by agricultural runoff. Affected 
streams include the Cannon, Zum-
bro, Whitewater and Root rivers. 
Not surprisingly, certain stretch-
es of the Mississippi near the 
mouths of these tributaries also 
made the list, such as the stretches 
just below the Cannon and Root 
Rivers. 
To be placed on the list the rivers 
must show elevated contaminants 
according to the scale of Total Maxi-
mum Daily Load (TMDL). The tech-
nology for assessing TMDL is im-
proving, and more rivers and lakes 
will likely be added to the list as a 
result, according to the MPCA. 
Birds and Bugs 
Tourists travelling the Great River 
Road are having a good time ac-
cording to a poll conducted by the 
Mississippi River Parkway Com-
mission. 
A majority of travellers felt safe 
in river communities and enjoyed 
the food and river views. Forty-sev-
en percent of people travelling were 
couples who enjoyed antiquing, 
birding and watching wildlife. Peo-
ple also visit the river for the histo-
ry and culture, and enjoy festivals, 
especially around the July 4th holi-
day. Presumably some of the trav-
., ellers polled were from foreign 
countries because the poll reports 
May 2000 
that the Mississippi has "phenome-
nal worldwide name recognition." 
Predictably, tourists reported dislik-
ing the bugs and road construction. 
Tourists who called tourist informa-
tion centers in all 10 river states 
participated in the poll. 
Opposition Shredded 
Minneapolis - After a 10-year bat-
tle between American Iron & Sup-
ply Company and the City of Min-
neapolis, a giant metal shredder 
will be built at American Iron's Mis-
sissippi riverbank scrapyard in 
north Minneapolis. The five-story 
shredder, given the brand name 
Kondirator by its German manufac-
turers, shreds appliances, auto bod-
ies and other scrap metal for recy-
cling, at the rate of 100 tons per 
hour, according to the Minneapolis 
Star Tribune (3-23-00) and the St. 
Paul Pioneer Press (3-25-00). 
In 1990, the Minneapolis City 
Council approved a permit for 
building the shredder, then re-
versed its decision when citizens 
concerned about noise, vibrations 
and pollution opposed the project. 
American Iron sued, launching the 
issue on a tortuous path. The final 
chapter includes an ironic twist -
the Minnesota Legislature, which 
attempted to halt construction of 
the machine a few years ago, is now 
forcing Minneapolis to allow its 
construction. The city will pay a 
hefty price: an $8.75 million settle-
ment to American Iron, intense citi-
zen dissatisfaction and a monkey 
wrench in Minneapolis' long-term 
plan to convert its industrial water-
front to housing and parks. 
No Snow, Low Flow 
The annual spring flood on the Mis-
sissippi and other regional rivers 
did not make an appearance this 
year. The record-breaking warm 
Big River 
weather last winter along with less 
precipitation than normal produced 
less snow to feed spring flooding. 
On April 4, the National Weather 
Service (NWS) office in the Quad 
Cities issued a Drought/Water Sup-
ply Statement, noting mild to severe 
drought conditions in northeast to 
southeast Iowa. The Illinois Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency is urg-
ing water supply officials to plan 
for possible water shortages, ac-
cording to Outdoor Illinois (April 
2000). 
A drawdown planned for Pool 8, 
between La Crosse and Genoa, Wis-
consin, may be postponed for a 
year if water levels remain low or 
continue to fall. 
Ron Fournier, a spokesman for 
the Corps of Engineers at Rock Is-
land, Illinois, says "you could walk 
across the river," this year were it 
not for the lock-and-dam system, 
according to an article in the La 
Crosse Tribune (4-13-2000). 
The Climate Prediction Center of 
the NWS says that unusually warm 
and dry conditions will persist 
through August. 
New Publications 
A new crop of publications has ar-
rived in time for spring review. 
• From the Upper Mississippi 
River Conservation Committee and 
the National Audubon Society 
comes a beautiful booklet entitled, 
A River That Works and a Working 
River. The photographs and graph-
ics of this booklet raise it nearly to 
the level of the coffee table book. 
The booklet's 40 pages lay out a 
detailed strategy " ... to restore and 
maintain the Upper Mississippi 
River System," and calls for action. 
The well-organized text identifies 
nine components in a strategy to 
improve operation of the ecosys-
tem. It offers solutions that can be 
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implemented by citizens, govern-
ment agency cooperation and non-
profit groups. 
A River That Works and a Working 
River can be ordered for $10 from 
the National Audubon Society by 
calling (651) 290-1695, or the Upper 
Mississippi River Conservation 
Committee, (309) 793-5800. 
• A similar publication by the 
Izaak Walton League, Refuge at a 
Crossroads: The State of the Upper 
Mississippi River National Wildlife 
Refuge, looks at the near-crisis situa-
tion in the refuge as it approaches 
its 75th anniversary. The report's 
tone stresses the urgency of its rec-
ommendations for Congress to fully 
fund the refuge to return it to a 
state of ecological health, to protect 
it from future declines and establish 
parity between the needs of the 
refuge and the shipping industry. 
• A Plague of Frogs: The Horrifying 
True Story by William Souder reads 
like a mystery, but this is a non-fic-
tion account of the search for the 
cause of deformed frogs found in 
Minnesota. Souder tracks the work 
of scientists from farm ponds to 
labs only to conclude that the 
sources of this unsettling problem 
are complicated and multifaceted, 
according to a review in the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press (3-26-00). 
The book is published by Hyper-
ion, and sells for $23.95. 
• Minnesota teachers may wish 
to take note of a CD-ROM called 
Waters to the Sea: Rivers of the Upper 
Mississippi. The CD features gener-
ous video clips about the headwa-
ters of the Mississippi, the Minneso-
ta River and Minnehaha Creek. 
Users take virtual journeys of these 
rivers to interactively investigate 
ecology, history and culture. This 
material is aimed at a wide age 
range, grades 3 through 12, but 
probably would not challenge stu-
dents much beyond 7th grade. 
The CD is published by the Cen-
ter for Global Environmental Edu-
cation at Hamline University, which 
also offers other environmental ed-
ucation materials. It costs $39.95 
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and can be ordered 




ernmental team has 
been formed to 
oversee the clean-up 
of unexploded ord-
nance (UXO) and 
other potential haz-
ards at the Savanna 
Army Depot (see 
"From Bombs to 
Prairie Flowers," Big 




Jim Winters landed a new Iowa record when he landed this 63-
pound, 7-ounce buffalo fish. The Jesup, Iowa, angler caught the mon-
ster in the Mississippi River in Allamakeee County last summer. 
quirements and Technology - the 
team will include experts from the 
Army, Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and Fish and Wildlife 
Service, according to the Dubuque 
Telegraph Herald ( 4-11-00). 
The 6,700 acre military reserve 
was a testing area for artillery dur-
ing World War I, but according to 
Congressman Don Manzullo (R-
16th Dist), the area will now be the 
proving ground for "state-of-the-art 
technology" in removing UXO. 
Much of.the former depot lands 
are slated to be turned over to the 
Fish and Wildlife Service for inclu-
sion in the Upper Mississippi 
Wildlife and Fish Refuge. 
Spanning a Gap 
Savanna, Illinois - Illinois is pro-
viding $2.2 million dollars to build 
one of the final sections of the Great 
River Trail near Savanna, according 
to the Quad City Times (4-3-00). The 
new section will include an over-
pass bridge across I & M Raillink 
lines, another bridge over the Plum 
River and an asphalt surface. The 
City of Savanna must pay $24,000 
toward the construction, and also 
maintain the path. 
The Great River Trail will stretch 




East Moline, Illinois - If you are 
looking for parts for a 1970 Ford 
Econoline van or a used kiddie 
pool, you don't need to check the 
classifieds. Unfortunately, you can 
find these items and many others in 
the Mississippi River. Chad Pre-
gracke's Mississippi River Beautifi-
cation and Restoration Project has 
released a list of collection statistics 
for items they have pulled from the 
river. Topping the list: 2,912 tires. 
Dollars for Falcons 
Dubuque, Iowa - The Iowa Pere-
grine Falcon Recovery Committee 
hopes to raise $30,000 to purchase 
about 20 falcons to release in the 
Dubuque area. Last year the group 
released 21 falcons in an attempt to 
re-introduce the bird to the Upper 
Mississippi, according to the 
Dubuque Telegraph Herald (04-08-
00). 
Committee chairman Lowell 
Washburn feels that it is important 
to release a second group in order 
to increase the chances of the birds 
returning to the area. The bluffs and 
cliffs of the Upper Mississippi once 
hosted one of the largest popula-
tions of Peregrine falcons in North 
America. 
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Towjackers Update Correction 
Last year we created an invasion of 
24-foot crocodiles. The year before, 
we floated a five-story, stone court-
house on empty barrels. This April 
we hijacked towboats. 
Eleven months a year we work 
hard to make certain that the infor-
mation in Big River is clear and ac-
curate. One month a year, April, we 
slip in one outrageous news short 
that is 100 percent phoney. "Tow-
jackers" had plenty of clues: 
We received a number of emails 
from chagrined readers who en-
joyed being briefly led astray. 
For the next 11 months, if you 
read bizarre stories in Current 
Events, it simply affirms that we 
live in a bizarre world. However, 
when you read the April 2001 issue 
of Big River, watch out! 
River Center Delayed 
St. Paul -The Mississippi Nation-
al River and Recreation Area will 
probably not open an information 
center at the new Science Museum 
of Minnesota later this year, as re-
ported in the April 2000 Big River. 
The story "Corps Hoards Funds" in 
the April 2000 issue of Big River was 
incomplete. We were unaware at 
the time that Congress specifically 
prohibited the Army Corps of Engi-
neers from paying the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service for its participation 
in the Environmental Management 
Program (EMP), in the 1996 fiscal 
year budget. 
• There is no Lock and Dam 23 
or Pool 23. 
• There is no Niles, Iowa. 
We were also unaware that the 
natural resources departments of 
the five states that participate in the 
program receive no EMP funds. 
• There is no buoy tender Ana-
conda, though there is a Wyaconda. 
• The towboat names, Little Pig-
gy and Paul Bunyan, have more to 
do with toes than tows. And six 
barges of nails makes the tow a nail 
tow. 
The information center and sev-
eral other river projects have been 
delayed by a delay in the sale of 
Department of Interior land to the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International 
Airport. 
The EMP Coordinating Commit-
tee, which advises the Corps, has 
not taken a stand on the issue, but 
has put it on the agenda for its May 
18 meeting in Madison, Wis. 
Corps Reformed and Unreformed 
By Reggie McLeod 
Army Secretary Louis Caldera announced tough 
reforms for the Army Corps of Engineers at the end 
of March. A week later, under pressure from three Re-
publican senators, he suspended his orders. 
The senators, Appropriations Chairman Ted 
Stevens (R-Alaska), Armed Services Chairman John 
W. Warner (R-Virginia) and Public Works Chairman 
Robert C. Smith (R-N.H.), said they feared the re-
forms would politicize the Corps. They asked 
Caldera to suspend the reforms until the end of the 
Clinton administration, according to articles in the 
Washington Post. 
The reforms would have transferred responsibility 
for the agency to assistant Army secretary Joseph 
Westphal. This and other steps would have trans-
ferred power from military employees of the Corps to 
civilian employees. The Corps' military commander, 
Lt. Gen. Joe Ballard, will retire in June. 
Meanwhile, another Republican senator, George 
Voinovich, Ohio, wants congressional auditors to in-
vestigate the Corps' proposed project to restore the 
Everglades. He accused the Corps of asking for $1.1 
billion to start the project before completing engineer-
ing plans and feasibility studies. 
Voinovich claims that the project was rushed in or-
der to win Vice President Al Gore votes in Florida in 
next fall's election. 
Meanwhile, shippers and corn growers are buying 
radio ads to campaign for taxpayer-funded expansion 
of the lock-and-dam system, even though the incom-
plete, $50 million Upper Mississippi River, Illinois 
Waterway Navigation System Feasibility Study (Nav-
igation Study) is under investigation by the National 
Science Foundation, the Pentagon, Congress and the 
Office of Special Counsel. 
This debate over the role of the Corps began in 
February, when Corps economist Donald C. Sweeney 
filed a whistle-blower suit with the Office of Special 
Counsel accusing the Corps of fabricating economic 
data to justify expanding the lock-and-dam system. 
He also accused the Corps of launching a program to 
increase its funding by $100 million a year (see "Did 
the Corps Cook the Books?" and "What is the Corps' 
Job?" Big River March and April 2000). 
Sweeney was in charge of the economics part of 
the Navigation Study. When the research he super-
vised found that costly expansion of the system was 
not economically feasible, he was taken off the study. 
Meanwhile, there is talk in Congress of privatizing 
some of the Corps' responsibilities and transferring 
some to the Department of the Interior. 
Reggie McLeod is editor of Big River. 
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Special Events & Festivals 
May 
6 Migratory Bird Count, 8 a.m., St. Paul 
Minn. register, (651) 454-8994. 
6 Harriet Hosmer Day, Lansing, Iowa. 
6-7 85-mile Garage Sale, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
13 towns around Lake Pepin. 
11 & 18 Birding hikes, 6:30 a.m. - 7:45 
a.m., Hixon Forest Nature Center, 
La Crosse, Wis., (608) 784-0303. 
13 International Migratory Bird Day. 
13 Spring Birdathon, Dubuque Audubon 
Society, Dubuque, Iowa. 
13-14 Take-A-Mom Fishing weekend, 
Minn. State Parks, 1-800-657-3929. 
19-20 Dubuquefest, Dubuque, Iowa. 
20 Spring Flora of Mississippi Prairie 
Bluffs field trip, 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Fer-
ryville, Wis., register, (608) 264-8548. 
20 Pine Bend Bluffs Restoration Project, 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m., Dakota County, Minn., 
register, (651) 665-9500 ext. 2. 
20-26 National Safe Boating Week. 
25-28 Sunfish Days, Onalaska, Wis. 
West Coon Rapids Dam Programs 
Brooklyn Park, Minn., (763) 424-8172. 
May 
6 Birding Hike, 7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 
6 All About Osprey, 1 p.m. 
7 Early Bike Hike, 8 a.m. 
7 A Bird in the Hand, 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
14 Time for Turtles, 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
18 Walk When the Moon is Full, 8:30 p.m., 
reservations. 
21 River Bugs Tell a Story, 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
June 
3 St. Anthony Park Arts Festival, St. Paul, 
Minn. 
3-10 National River Cleanup Week, free 
information and trash bags for groups, 
register, (865) 558-3593. 
4 Wis. State Parks Open House Day 
17 Steamboat Saga, noon to dusk, Pepin, 
Wis., (715) 442-2248. 
17-18 Stone Arch Festival of the Arts, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Meetings & Hearings 
May 
3 Hiawatha Valley Audubon Society, 
7 p.m., Lake Park Lodge, Winona, 
Minn. 
8 
17 Upper Mississippi River Basin Associ-
ation, 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., Marriott 
Madison West, Madison, Wis., (651) 
224-2880. 
29 Buckthorn removal kick-off meeting, 
St. Paul, Minn., (651) 665-9500. 
Workshops & Conferences 
May 
3-5 Fillmore Mississippi Heritage Confer-
ence, RiverCentre, St. Paul, Minn, 
(612) 625-0347. 
June 
6 Profiting from Wildlife Tourism, 8:30 
a.m., Minnesota River Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge, Bloomington, Minn., 
register, (651) 296-6157. 
July 
31-Aug.4 Rivers Project of Southern Illi-
nois University ,teacher training, 




By Kenny Salwey 
Big River Pelican T-shirt 
Celebrate warm weather and the re-
turn of the pelicans to the Upper Mis-
sissippi in our exclusive Big River peli-
can T-shirt. The beautifully detailed 
drawing of the pelican was created by 
wildlife artist Vera Ming Wong. 
• Heavyweight cotton, full cut, 
• Heather Gray or Oceana Blue with 
black image, 
• Medium, Large, X-Large, 
• $14.95 + $2.75 shipping. 
Send to Big River, PO Box 204, Winona, 
MN 55987; or call 1-800-303-8201. 
To experience this magnificent big river valley in May is to have all of one's 
natural senses awakened at once. The air is filled with the fragrance of wild plum, 
lilacs, apple and chokecherry blossoms. A vast array of wildflowers adds to the 
olfactory delights. 
Our sense of hearing is attuned to a chorus of bird songs - the robin's morn-
ing serenade, gabbling ducks, chortling yellow-bellied sapsuckers, warbling war-
blers, song sparrows singing and killdeer announcing the nightfall. 
Oh, the sweet caress of a gentle breeze and the warmth of the rising sun upon 
our cheek. Freshly tilled garden soil in our hands, lush green grass underfoot and 
the feel of a fishing pole or a canoe paddle searching the water's currents. 
The taste of pan-fried morels, walleye filets, wild violet tea and a salad of sting-
ing nettle weed and dandelion greens. Perhaps a thirst quenching drink from a 
feeder spring at a nearby trout stream. 
Climb a bluff to see the great river ralley from an eagle's point of view: the Mis-
sissippi winding between towering hills, its backwaters sparkling like diamonds. 
The trees and fields displaying a hundred shades of green. A sky of a blue color 
not yet produced by humans. A lovely tapestry that takes away one's breath. 
May is a lovely, sensual month if ever there was one. -
Big River May2000 
